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Penn-Trafford School District turns down free air monitoring for schools 

PENN TOWNSHIP, PA - At the April 10 meeting of Penn-Trafford School Board, administrators 
announced the district would not be participating in an air quality monitoring project with the 
citizens group Protect PT. 

Southwest Pennsylvania Environmental Health Project (EHP) had offered to do free monitoring 
at schools in Penn Township closest to shale development. Located in Peters Township, 
Washington County, EHP is a nonprofit public health organization staffed to assist citizens in 
communities expecting to experience or already experiencing the impacts of unconventional 
natural gas development.  

Penn Township resident Danielle LeJeune, parent of a 6-year-old attending McCullough 
Elementary, doesn’t understand why the district wouldn’t take advantage of a free program to 
protect the health and safety of children, educators and staff. 

“I am disappointed to hear that the PT School Board has chosen not to put forth every 
protection available for our children,” LeJeune said. “A free monitoring program offered to the 
school was turned down, and they plan to rely on the gas companies to self-monitor and self-
report on a continuous basis? 

“As heavy industry is moving into our township, close to homes and schools, I think being 
proactive is the smartest approach,” she said. 

Karyn Frye is the parent of a preschooler and a second grader at Harrison Park Elementary.  

“Our children are mandated by the state to be in school, and the school could be putting them in 
harm’s way if they are only trusting the gas companies to monitor the air quality around drill 
sites,” Frye said. “As a parent of two young children, I am shocked that our school district would 
not take students’ health and safety more seriously by conducting their own air quality 
monitoring while unconventional gas well drilling is set to occur so close to some of our 
elementary schools.” 

For for information about services provided by EHP, visit: www.environmentalhealthproject.org. 
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